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To the Reader. 


His Sermon (thus made vp 
8 vvith mine ovvne & others 
notes ) I now ſubmir to 
Authority and Cenſure:for 
ſubſtance, I yeeld heere is 
no more than what was 
delivered;wherher nolefle,l haue notnow 
to ſay : for circumſtance(l yeeld to the alle- 
gation) [acknowledge irleaſonable. The 
times ſhall cuer be cleared by praier when- 
ſocuer they looke ladly vpon vs. Our Bre- 
thren abroad cry ſtill in th2 Churches 
words; The harueft is paſt and the Summer is {8.20 . 
ended, and wee are not holpen ; and wee (mee 
thinkes)ſhould adde with Teremie,verl.2 1, 
lang ſore vexed for the burt of the daughter of 
my people, T am heauy, aſtoniſhment hath taken 
me, Is there no balme at Gilead,exc. Ar home 
howloeuer the Lord hath been gracious to 
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The Epiſtle 
vs in the ſcarcity,yet wee may in moſt pla. 
ces,take vp the Prophets words in another 
ſeale, Is the ſeede yet in the Barne ? as yet the 
Trees bauz not been delivered of their burthen. 
Looke into the 65. P/alme, and thou ſhalt 
hinde,that itis the Lord that findes both 
ground and ſeede, that giues both growth 
and ripening to the Corne ; and therefore 
weeſhould waite vpon him with our pre- 
ſentsof praiſe & prater. This were enough 
to make vspray,but this is the leaſt of ma- 
ny motiues,for,Reader thou-ſeeſt the times, 
the World is now all care and tongue, the 
molt giuen with-the Athenians to little elſe 
than to heare andtell nevves, (vncertaine 
neves,the Authour of all lies,as his Maie- 
ſtic hath cold vs) the reſt are willing alſo 
to heare, and to heare Gods Truth,not Fa- 
bles, and therin they doe but as Saint Iames 
would haue them, ſo as they would adde 
doing to hearing as hee commands. Burt 
alas,vvhillt we only profeſle and diſcourſe 
of Religion, wee + #.an the practiſe of Re- 
ligion out of the world, as one too juſtly 
complaines. Ir is lamentable to conſider 
the little vie that is made of Gods Ordi- 
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Tothe Reader. 


nances in molt places; Preachers too often 
(I cremvle to lpeake it) be vſedlike poſt- 
horſes, ſpurd on till they be ſpear, 8& | wn a 
freſh is called for, inthe meane the world 
ſits {till and chinkes to be ſaued for hearing, 
Reader, mourne for this, weep for this, for 
this boads a ludgement, the Lord will rec- 
kon for the bloud of his Prophets ſpent as 
well as ſhed. Tothele reaſons,it will not 
be hard for theeto adde more, look within 
thee,and round abouttheezand fo ſtirre vp 
thy (elfe to this exercile of Prayer, an ex- 
erciſe (I can aſſure thee) of vnſpeakable 
ſtrength and comfort, an exerciſe without 
which thoucanſt not liue, and by which 
thou maieſ{t liue in the mouth of death.Be- 
lecueir, wert thou inancſtate more de- 
ſperate than death, in aplace worſe than 
hell, yer if there thou couldelt pray truly, 
thou {houldeſt, inde comfortand ſtrength 
beyond-hope, for Prayer is better than our 
hopes, and yer God is better to vs than our 
raycr.Firlt,for that which is publique,fol- 
bes him who was no time-ſeruer, make 
no ſmall account of publiqueprayers. Se- 
condly,tor priuate,pauſe before thou ſpeak, 
; A 3 rC*. 
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The Epiſtle 
remember who ſpakeit : if aman would 
notdeliuer an Oration to a Princeex tempo- 
reandſuddenly,it will not become ys to 0- 
pen our 90548 Gl raſhly before our Maker. 
ſecondly, keepe rouch with God; firlt, for 
extraordinary andincidentall occaſions, be 
ſure to keepe thy ſelfe in ſucha ſtare and 
condicon of ſoale, as that euer thou cant 
recollect thy ſelte,and call in all the powers 
of thy ſoule for this bulineſle vpon a ſhort 
warning : ſecondly , for ordinary rim?s,fo 
neere as may bee,faile not of thine houre : 
when the Clock itrikes,the Schollar runnes 
to his book ; thou mult co God,leauing all, 
there tender thy ſelfe (though not alwaies 
alike fit) and ſo bein the way and place of 
preferment : if words will nor come,figh, 
God heares the ſighing of bis priſoners: it thou 
can(t not figh,breathe,God hathan eare for 
that, Lam.z. 5 6, Howeuer, there bee, there 
ſtand,& the childethar ſtands before his ta- 
cher,& appeares in his place at ſupper-time 
with his trencher in his hand,ſpeakes with 
his countenance, and ſpeedes accordingly : 
he was wiſe who ſaid, They pray not alto- 
gether of faſhion, who ſee their infirmity 
. in 
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To the Readtr. 


in praying,and aregrieued forit; the worſt 


rayers that wee make (to our owne ſenſe 
I meane) ſpeede euer beſt, andthen wee 
ray moſt happily , when wee arile moſt 
dowry 
Thirdly,vwhen thou haſt prayed,doe not 
as children,vvho neuer looke atter their ar- 
row ; but as Daniel,cap. 9.1.take notice of 
thine enlargements in prayer, and of thy 
luccefle after,vvrite downe time and place 
as the Prophet doth, and ſo helpethy ſelfe 
in fucure times by former experiments; [ 
ſee this Porch growes wide, and therefore 
I will conclude. If thou be acquainted with 
praicr, thou knoweſt there is more init 
than can bee expreſſed; if thou bee nor ac- 
uainted, grow acquainted,and thou ſhale 
Cade me true.lf thou vwanteſt further mo- 
tiues and directions, I commend (in this, 
baſte) rothee,vho art bit a poore —_— 
priuate man; Firſt, for the promiles(vwher- 
of the heart muſtchew before prayer) the: 
Treatiſe of faith.Secondly, for moriues, the 
Epiſtle to the key of Heauen. Thirdly for caſes 
of Conſcience, & diretions after prater, 2, 
Treatiſes on Eph.6 .viz,The ſpiritual _— 
ana 


The Epiſtle! 
and now after directions & exhortations, 
what remaines but practiſe? in ſtead.of 0- 
thers pratling & enterdealing in State-buſi- 
neſſe, do thou pray,pray for thy Soucraign, 
for his ſeed, for the Churches, for thy ſelfe, 
for thy charge, and vie no more words a- 
gainſt mens 11ns,than thou wilt makepray- 
ers for their ſoules in ſecret, if thou wilt 
haue comfort in thy words. Thus much of 
this : Now Reader to thee, if theſe plaine 
notes paſle thePreſle, know that I neither 
did entend their publiſhing beforel prea- 
ched them , nor can _ notwithſtan- 
ding their refining ſince, If the world may 
be bettered by them, or by any thing I can 
doe, I haueenough, only I defire mercy and 
equity from my friends : thoſe notes of 
mine which chey haue,[ will my ſelf (after 
my publike Miniſtery) now ſhortly reuiſe: 
letno man doe ſoill an office as-cto thruſt 
out other mens notes without their priui- 
ty,cſpecially his,vho-can do nothing wor- 
thy this Age. 
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And when Herod would have brought hims forth, the 
fame night Peter was ſleeping bet weene two ſoul- 

diers, bound with two chames; andthe Keepers be- 
fore the daore, kept the priſon. 

And bebola,the Angell of be Lord came pon him,and 
z light ſbined in the priſon : and he ſmote Peter on 
the ſide,and raiſed him wp. ſaying ; Ariſe vp quick» 
t : And his chaines fell off NEE hands,e*c. 


3 Ex x isaſtory of Peters, 1. 
2 Impriſonment. 2. Enlarge- 

£ ment : With rhe caufe of the: * 
®) one, and meanes of the '0- 
ther, Hered having vexed 
fome, ſlaine a ſecond, now 
g commits the third; andall this 
ro pratific the Iewes, Peter 
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thus committed, isbailed by the'Church, or ra- 
ther remooued and freed by petition; they pray, 
heartily for him, in the 5. verſe, and they y” a 


Peters Enlargement. 
happily, whileſt they are praying, God giues-in 

the prifoner amongſt them. The manner of his de- 
liucry is here reparted, and that was very ſtrange, 

beyond Herods purpole, the priſoners expeRation, 

the Keepers meaning, all mens hopes : Herod held 

his purpoſe hee had begun, and the next morning 

hee meant an end of him. Peter had made his con- 

cluſion, to mortow (thinkes he) (for meſſages paſt 

berweene him-and the Church , which ſpent this 

night in- prayer for him, and therefore knew the 

danger) I muſt bee putto it, therefore I will ſtreng- 

then my ſclfe to night : The Keepers ſtood vpon 

their guard,and relolued that no Pezer ſhould paſle 

them: yetis Peter dcliuered, and how I pray you ? 

Godremoouesall impediments, for nothing was in 

rcadinefle. 

Firſt, for man, entrance was there none, thcre- 
fore God ſends an Angell, andthere was no ſtop 
againſt him, 

Next,in the darke it was hard to finde which was 
which,God dirc&s an Angell ro him,and he comes 
vpon him, and mifles not the man, though bound 
tothe ſame chaine with two others, as inſtritim- 
priſonments they vicd to doe. 

Thirdly, they were inthe darkec, and that was ill 
for-noiſe; The Angell brings his darke lanthorne 
with him, and ſþ:nes to Peter andnone elſe, 

Fourthly, the priſoner can doe little for himſelf: 
he is a/cepe, the Angell wakes him; hee is /aid, the 
Angell raiſes him; he is amazed, the Angell airetts- 
bim; hee is bound, the Angell vates him ; hee 
knowes not where he #;rhe Angell guides hum ; hee 
1S- 


Peters Euldroement. 

is to paſſe through ſundry. difficlties , the Angell 
condatts him through them all, and fo diſmilles 
him, | 

- 'Weewill vie no more words aboutaplaine Sto- 
ry, but acquaint you with our meditations : they 
containethe ſucceſle of the Churches prayers;they 
prayed for Peter, the Angell thereupon 1s ſent to.Pe- 
ter : where ſee, 1. How the Angell findes him:2,; 
How the Angell deliners him. 

For the firſt, hee findes him feeprng, inthe midſt 
of feares and foes : From whence wasthis {leepe 2 
was ic worldlyforrow that caulcdit, or was it cars 
nall ſecurity? Slat by if 32 

Avxſ. In doubtfull rhings, chariry ſuppoſes the. 
beſt; ſo ſhould wee : worldly {orrow —_ lleepe, 
but how ?,when.itts notextreme ,-ahd-thar fleepe 
is ioyncd with ſtarting s carnal: ſecurity willcauſe 
ſleep : but why ſhould we charge Peter withthar at 
this time? his fleepe came fromabetrer cauſe, hee 
was at peace with Gad, hee had the Churches pray- 
ers for . him , thecauſe for. him, hisconſcience for 
him, God and his: Angels for. him; hee could die 
bur once, and for one-death hee was prepared: 
hence his boldneſle before,Chapters 4.and 5:hence 
his confidence, here heerefolued with Dazidy7 wits 
lay mee downe and ſleepe, and withall, God gauereſt 
to his beloued, as it is in the. P/s/mes,reſt more than 
ordinary tohis minde, to his —_ hencezhie An- 
gell can hardly awake! him, and/being:awaked, he 


is notrecrified asa guilry perſon would haue beene 
inthiscaſc': Dothen but confider, r. The man. 
2. His behauiourin like caſes. 3.. Thetimeand 
U' B 3 Git» 
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circumſtances. 4. The exerciſes of the Church for 
him. 5. Themeſlenger, and meſſage fent-to him, 
6.The manner of his behaviour when he is awas 
ked, and. you will ſec thar his ſleepe grewnor from 
diſtemper, but from ſtrengrh of faith and comfort; 
Now tothe Points. . 
Where firſt, from the order, fec- the power 0 
ioynt prayers; they beare downe all before them, 
and preuaile in heauen and carth : as the Word thax 
comes from heaven, proſpers in-the thing where- 


unto it is ſent; ſo- the word that-goes to heauen, 


the prayers of the Church, ſtrike vp to God,there 
they lie at his gates, and neuer will away without 
their crrand;and whenthey are anſ{wered,then the 
come downe with authority, and raigne oucrall 
impediments below ;Witneſle this Story. : Peter is 
committed, the periccuters are reſolute, the foes 
many,the friends few., meancs none bur God, to 
God. the Church.goes, the encmies. plorte, the 
Church prayes ; they ſhut the priſon doores, the 
Church opens heauens:doores; ſother's old tug- 
ging for the prifoner, burthe Church winnes hmm. 
God, to let them ſee whar-prayers bee, ſends him 
rothcm while they artpraying ; there, ſaith God, 
(if you wilk take no denial!) there hee is; thereby 
pointing vs tothe meanes of his deliuerance : wee 
neede not many words forproofe of this : /emes 
faith,The prayer of one righteous man preuciles mucbz 
ifofone,whacoftwenty ! whatofan hundred! and 
he inſtances in Elijah, He alone could open aud ſhut 
h:azen, then well may many openand ſhut prifons 
cacarth : nay,adde further, the ioynt prayers. of 
Vee 
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ynbeleeuers and hypocrites haue done much: when 
heatheniſh Nin/aie faſted and prayed, God heard ; roazh y, 
when falſe Rehoboam humbled himſelf and his peo- 

ple, God was intreated; how much more ſhall tlie **<®r90-12-- 
faithfull prayers of the Church preuaile? preuaile(I 
ſay) both forthe preventing and remoouing cuik, 
and obtaining and keeping of good things : Whar 
ſhall. we inſtance the life of Aſa; Krhoſaphat, Hear 
kiah*when was it otherwiſe © when did the Church 
of Godeuerioyne ina common petitionto God, 
bur they ſped £no inſtancetothe contrarie; 

No maruell, this exerciſe is well grounded and pegf-y; 
warranted,it haththe warrant.of a Precept : x.Pray Iames 5. 
for one another , call pon me. 

- 2. The warrantof apromiſe, / will delixer thee, Pl 50. 

3 Thewarrantof experience, neucrany-yet v- 
ſedit,but rhey preuailed.: 

Praiers are preſents-very welcome to God, hee Reafs, 
prefers themto all ſacrifices,being immediate wor- | 
ſhips of his Maieftiez Let mee heare thy voice, it is 

leafant: No father loues the voice of hischildren, 
lea God Touesthe voiceof his.Church .; Tis his Canza,rs; 
muſicke and perfume, Kea.y 8: 

3. Thepanticsare very dearewhotendertheny, 4-3» 
God loues his Churchaboue all creatures,hce gaue 
his Sonne for. her, and:therefore her ſures ſhall 
haue acceptance : Let mee ſee thy face,jts comely. E< caua.ry 
ftherneuer pleaſed 4haſveroſb ſowel,as the-Church 
pay = na : FA Lis 

The partics from and: through whomthey Reafcy,. 
are: preſented, pleaſe : they are indired andabber- - 
ted by the holy Ghoſt, &am. 8. tendred by. ChriſtRems, 
B 3 Icluss 
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Teſus,and ſhall rneſe be denied 2 Addeto this, 

5. The party to whom they are direed,to God, 
who is all trucrh , mercy, grace, wiſedome, power, 
and ſhall not theſe preuaile ? Prayers ſet God on 
worke, andall in God, his wiſedome, his power, 
his Angels,and what then can hinder 2 

Looke backward, and call to minde your finne 
this day, ſee,many a Peter hath beene inpriſon;and 
praycrs were not made by the Church ; many a 
member ſicke , and prayers were not made by the 
Elders; yea many a Church diſtreſſed, Bohemia af- 
flicted, the Palatinateand YValtoline diſtreſled, yet 
wee didnortpray ; the enemy could curſe, but wee 
did not pray : and therefore how iuſtly might God 
diſtreſſe and leaue vs deſtitute of his helpe, and the 
Churches prayers ? | 

2. Lookeforward, and preſerue and improue 
this your intereſt in God,let no Peter,no Preacher, 
no Chriſtian, no neighbour lie in the chaines by 
you, (whether inthe chaines of fickneſle, or poyer- 
ty, or debt,or paine, or f{inne, or'tetnptation). bur 
doe you repriue him: you haue a key that will opeh 
any locke, a medicine that will healeany.wound, a 
weapon that will preuaile in any place ; draw. this 
weapon, viethis medicine : if men bee ſicke, pray 
them whole z if poore, pray them rich , it ſad,pray 
them merry. 

Bur is this ſo eaſily done * yes verily by the 
whole Church as itis for the outward eſtate when 
oneisvery poore, it is hard for rwo orthreetg ſet 
him vp againe, bur nothing for athouſand ; and 
when one 15 ina pit, it iS much for one, but not for 
many 
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many to pull him out : ſee here, it is long of vs that 
men lie fo long vnder their burdens : would we 
joyntly commend them to God,our prayers would 
take,mens chaincs would off, true ſpirituall chaines, 
Why, if ſo, were itnot worth the while 2 Whar, 
may weeaſe our brethren of remprations, of paſſi- 
ons, of luſts, and will wcenot 2 But for outward 
crolles, ſaith not Saint 1ames, let the prayers of the 
Church, hcale the ſicke 2 Saith not the ſtory, the 
praicrs ofthe Church procured Peters liberty * Bur 
ſay they be notalwaics delivered, yet it is good to 
get the croſles mitigated, fanRified, ſweetned, atid 
tomething will be done if we pray ; Doe this then 
or nothing. Perhaps you will. excuſe other negli- 
gences : you would viſit your ſicke neighbour, bur 
you _ his diſeaſe, your welcome ;z you 
would releeue your poore neighbours , but you 
hauc itnot; why thore is no Chriſtian man bur he 
hath an intereſt in God, a ſpirit of prayer; lift vp a 
prayer for thy brethren, it thou canſt doe nothing 
clſe, and this will doe thee and him good : praier in 
this caſe for others, isa cleerer euidence of grace, 
than for our ſelues. 


Heere is comfort and encouragement; comfort + 


forour ſclues, if members ofthe Church, if wee 


bleed with her, if wee pray forher, if wee ſay, f 7 


forget thee, O teruſalem, then let my right hand forget 
her cunning : the comfort is great ;wee hauethat 
which Saint Paw thirſted for ; the prayers of the- 
Church, And thisis a priuiledge worthten worlds, 
arida comfort beyond all apptehenſion , when-a 


min lookes round abont him,and can fay , there is ' 
| atowne. 
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a towne, I haue ſome prayers there, there is ano- 
ther, I haue ſtocke going there, nay, in euery Shire, 
cuery Nation, ſome thatbeeenlarged when I am 
barren, ſome quickned when Tam dull, andIam . 
an aduenturer in the Churches ſhip, Ihaue a ſtocke 
in hertreaſure, and an intereſt in her prayers this 
kcepes the head abouc watcr, and preſerues from 


faking. 


4. Forcncouragement,to pray for the Church : 
would Gods pcople enter intoa holy league, and 
tycthemſclucs in their ſeuerall cloſets , ro ſpend fo 
much time weckely , -or daily in praicr, for ſome 
particular perſon, orplace, Church or Nation; I 
wonder how they ſhould miſle, Tell me where cucr 
the Churches ioynt prayers did cuer miſ{-carry , or 
proue aborriue z.in what place , .in what caſe, for 
what people * Prayers haue been made formen out 
of the Church, and haue ſped, witneſle Neziuic;for 
men inthe Church (good men, bad men). and haue 
ſped ; prayers hauc beenc made by Land, and haue 
preuailed; on the Seas by 794, and haue ſped, 
they haue preuailed vadertheearth, in dens, and 
dungeons, andcaues; prayers hauebecne made for 
ſicke men, and haue holpe them ;for dying men,for 
poorc men,for captiues, for priſoners,and haue hol- 
pen ; for men againſt perſecution,againſt temprati- 
on, againſt ſorrow, againſt beaſts, againſt men, a- 
gainſt deuils : prayers. haue been omnipotent here» 
cofore,why notnow 2 

06. Why now, if we wereas others, Gods hand 
(we know) 1s notihortened, his care not heauy;but. 
our (ins, our crying ripe ſins , hinder good things. 
from vs, Anſ 


*' Poreps Flay ptrent. 
Anſ. Why therefore ſet againſt thoſe finmesby 4. 
prayer,caſt out your oWne,Cr ie downe other mens; 
Out-Cry them. , ſl 
05. Oh burrhey cry loud; 44. 8K, 
Anſ,Yetpraier hath the ſtronger voic 1d ant? 
of Chriſt ſpeakes betterthings than blau y ſinnes; 
&c. :Ler Sodome yeeldten holy men; and hee ſhall Gen-18, 
be ſpared; ket one Eljub ftand vp forftiffe-neeted \, — 
Ifracl, and one ©4ms plcad for rebellious Tudah; 
and God will ſhew mer cy: 
Ob. True.indeed, if we had ſuch as _—__ our 0s. 
praicrs arc weake and faint. 
Axfſ. 3. They were men'ſvbietto like paſſibniy Arſe 
2. The praycr of the righteous is preuailing, - 3, 195-1617: 
Theſe here mentioned were new conuerts, yet pre- 
ap" d with God for Petey. 
, Ol bur here thewkole Chorchioined: cif OL. 
ths 69 might mcete.from Dax to Beerſbeha, there 
mightbe ſome hope. 
af. W ce may,anddoe more thantheſe mi ohes 4* 
1, Wemay meet'ia publike affemblicscuery. Shb- 
bath: 2.Theſe were burfew thar lived inthe dark, ot 
and met in the night, and in Hefterstime.in their ſe 
ucrall{ainiles, and the whole State was then. a= * 
eainſtthetiuth, and againſtche Scriprures, and all 
Religion was diſgraced , yerthen they preuailed, 
much m ore we now, 
Os. Butnow itis too late., many 'Churches a+ 05. 
broad! DC Cuite : [c attered, m: ny men at home. hane 
their backes and hearts quite broken, with wants, 
temptations, ailcoutagements. 
_ Af. Whilſt God calsinhhis word, iris ym Arle 
«9211 C ate 
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late, Godis vſed to ſcemen ſinking before hee ſets 
in; their extremity is his opportunity: when Petey 
is within one night of the (word, then is his time. 
06. 06. But I haue waited,and ſee no ſucceſle, 
An. Anſ. So did the Church, they pray for Petey 
this weeke, the next, and the next, the doores be 
ſtill ſhut,the chains be till on, well,now they haue 
but one night more to wait, they wait that; butere 
morningall is wonne.If then we haue but one day, 
one night, one houre to ſpend ; hope, pray, wait, 
that day, that night, that hourc, God will be ſeene 
in the Mount : deliverance ſhall comc,if praicr go 
on theerrand ;it euer was ſo, euer ſhall bee ſo, diſ- 
pute not,but belecue : there is who praies,& ſpeaks 
not, andthere istoothat ſpeakes, who prayes not; 
if thou wilepray,thou muſt openthyneedsro.God, 
as thy Father,through Chriſt, God-man,asthy Mc- 
diatour, from God the holy Ghoſt, asthe inditer 
of thy praicrs : ifthou wilt pray,thy heart muſt be 
9414613, 7-<mpricd of purpoſes of finne:: 2,broken : 3.pur- 
; ed fromguil by faith;which faich muſt then work: 
Pſal.86 7, fore thou beginneſt, ſay with Daew/d, 7 will call, 
And the 56-9: ,14 God willanſwer mezand when thou haſt done, 
conclude,I haue ſpoken, and ſhall in due rime and 
manner beanſwered; thus doe, and bee ſure that 
thouneither beginne nor enda lawfull petition(of 
ſuch only we ſpeak) before thou art aware, let faith 
enterthy ſute, and end,and. ſubſcribe it, and thou 
preuaileſt;. 
Now to particulars. 
How findes the Angell Peter ? Sure he cannot oy 
this night,being vpon his life tomorrow,and - a 


Gen.22, 
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likelihood knowing of it by the Church; howſoe- 
ucr, not ſure of life one day toan end, but like e- 
nough to be {cnt foratan houres warning, as {ob 
Beptifts head was. Notwithſtanding all this, Peter 
ſleeps as ſoundly as euer in his life,and wakes with- 
out terrour ;z whence was this ? from corruption 2 
no; From naturall courage ? no; when Peter was 
yonguer, and therefore naturally bolder, he was a 
diſtard : whence then?confiderthereafons before, 
and it will be found, thatirt was from ſpeciall com- 
fort and confidence in God; which comfort moſt 
attends priſons and perſecutions : here ſee the 
{trengthof ſpirituall peace and comfort. 


The Lord hath comforts for his children, that DoA.z, 


will quict and ſupport them in any feares and 
traits : his conſolations will makea man fleepe 
withouta bed ; live almoſt wirhouta ſoule : They 
will make one bold in danger, quietin trouble, 


livein the jawes of death : The ioy of the Lord is Nelem.b. 
ſtrong, ſaith Nehemiah, ſtrong indeed,thar will car- 


ry amanouerall : Peter hada ſtrong heart,rhatcan 
thus ſlcep,thus wake,that canlooke vpon Chaines, 
ypon Priſons, vpon Tyrants, vpon Torments, vp- 
on Angels ; (good ms bad) and neuer breake his 


ſleepe forthe marter. Paws ioyes wereſtrong, that , q  , 


made him ſing in the flocks: Dawids faith ſtrong,thar 


madehimſay, 7 will lye downe and ſleepe, 1 will not Play. 
feare though ten thiuſawud riſe wy againſt mee :thole 


were ſtrong and ftrange ioies that ſupported David + 


inall his feares, and made him fay,/s #hemultizuae yl 


of my thoughts, thy comforts glad my ſoule ; thoſe 
ſtrong that SLES rackings, mockings, 
| C 2 {cour- 


[ 
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{courgings;&c. as inthe cleuenth tothe Hebrewes, 
i.Q Whence :2aeft, Bur whener comes tacir ſtrengrh * ; 
theic comforty. \ Becauſe they be Gods ioyes,the totes of the Spt- 
Keaſ.l. yit, deriuedimriiediatly from the fountaine; and 

things bepureſtand ftronoelt there. 

2. Becauſe ipirituall; tor as ſpirits are more actine 
andpowerfullthan bodics,to ſpirituall chings than 
bodiy-andnaturall. 

3. Theſe ioyesaremoſt certaine and durable, 
theſe ouercome and ou-liuc all croſles, and all o- 
ther comforts. 

4. They are all-ſuthcicnt; and borrow no helpe 
trom creatures : Nature and Art work wirh inſtru- 
ments; and by meancs; they cannot ſupport with- 
out meat , ſtrengthen without ſleepe , giue ſIcepe 
without warmth, nor warmth withour abed:, 8c: 
But God can,beyond means, without mcans, work 
comfort, make one {ce 1n the darke,liue tn death. 

2. Q:What. 92 geſt. But what be theſe comforts.of God ? 

Anſ.r., 44/. Precious promiſes,applyed by God in due 
teaſon,and brought home to rhc heart , which-re- 
uiue the fpirits more than any balme;andrhelſe pro» 
miles come thicke vpon Peter now : Hee thinketh; 
hath not God fſaid,that the ſizhing of priſoners comes 
to hjm?chat be battles vp all onr tearesfthat wefbould 
caif our care vpon him,and he will care for o5* that i 
[ix ana-fenentroubles, they ſhall not come neere mee? 
that /z7.fire and water he will be with me? and didnot; 
I hear thy-Saniour ſay, Be//ed are they thahare pers 

ſcented for rizhteonſne}ſe ſake? read not I how Nas 
na (aid; /will lie downe and keep ? and. therefore I 
will docſatoo... . + 3. oat jet 3s 00H); 
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2.Strehgthening graces, G God powresthe ſpirit of 
faith ,par tience,power,courage, intohis;in due time; 
and they raiſe the heart.as winethe Faint! ing ſpirits; 
cuery-ſauinzgrace is healing, is ftrenothenihs. 

3. Hourely experience of Gods careand pro- 
uidencez and a childe neuer ſecs the loue of his 
mother ſo much as when he is ſic ke, {6 Gods chik 
dren,oc, 

Now that raakes them plucke vp their fcet with 
1:c9,and lay with Paul, I know wee Thane truſted, 
and with the Church, Thou wilt guides to-acath - 
and aitcr (as D avid addes) receius Fo olory; ; 

4. Specciall peace of conſcienceand ioy of the 
holy Ghoſt, by rew expreflions of Gods fauour; 
and rauviſhments of heauen : then God opens hea- 
ucn, andthey ce their life and crowne, and fo are 
carried ouer all. 

9ueſt. hen doth Godthus comfort hits 2 2-Q.When. 

Anſ.W henthey moſt need it,as thenthe mother 

brings our her preſerues, whenthe childe is {icke : 
firſt, when they bee moſt humbled arid empty of 
themſelues ; thereforc after-greateſt humiliations 
come grc cateſt conſolations,as Dai Abrabam.and 
others cucr found. 
2. But ſpecially inthe day: of triall and per ſecu- 
tion, the more the Deuill beſtirces him, the more 
God beitirs him:thus the ſweeteſt {nights thateuer 
L[acob {petit were in the field, and ſo tor. Peter; and Gen.23.aad) 
when had Da#id thoſe large affa&ions'td riſe-at $2 cn0pe 
I 19 
midnight, when was the Word ſo ſweet, but when 
his troubles were bitter ? | . 
The Vſc isdouble, x.Gcttheſecomforts,we gee #7: 
3 aq 


=. 2 
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aqua vite ready azaint qualms; Bezoar-ſtone,and 

cordials againſt firs : but the cordials that helpe all, 

is the holy Ghoſt,the Comforter;Art is blind,and 

often poſed; Nature weake,and often foiled ; (like 

a bow that muſt not be drawae beyond compaſle) 

only graceand ſpirituall comfortis inuincible: ger 

this, and you may ſleepe ina dungeon, live inthe 

darke, wantall, and yer haueall; want theſe, anda 

Dan.s. flea may breake your {lcepe, and a hand-writing 

daſh your mirth in the midſt of all friends. 

2. Let ſuch as haue ſpiricuall hearts thus afte- 

Red,ſtay themſclucs here ; feare not pouerty,there 

be comforts beyond the paine of famine; feare not 
ſickneſle,there be comforts beyond all firs of {ick- 

neſle : feare not death, feare not chaines, feare not 

any thing that you can or ſhall ſuffer : Notany 

Rudder, thing «2 Why,a man is ſubiero racking, to burs- 
ning, &c. yet feare not, and why * the Lord hath 

comfort in all,andaboucalltribulations, When he 

3,Cors, CalsaSau/toacrowne,he makes him another man: 
{o when he cals a mancoa m— Peter is not the 

mafi in priſon, he was out of priſon at the firſt he 

was fearefull of a wenches word,after he was wil- 
ling, yet fleſh hung backe, 7» che laſt Chapter, 
A%$-29-413- Verſe 18.But when put vponir, heare his voice, ſee 
his face; he canbe as quiet, as comfortable, as well 


in priſon as cuer. 
06, 06. Oh but I finde my ſelfe affraid of words. 
Anſ. © An. SowasPeteratfhirit, 
Ob, 06. Oh bur, ſaith our Sauiour,beware of men. 
Af. Anſ. No manſo malicious as God s mercifull, 


ſo perillous as Godis pittifull, Oh bur fay we liued 
where 
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where we ſhould lic incold irons, in the darke, bee 
halfe pined, ſtarued , who can beare theſe 7 Peter 
can,any can,when God calsthemro it. 

O but ſay wee were puttothe fiery triall, flames 
are intolerable and mercileſſe. Oh but flames are in 
Gods hands, Daniel 3, Chapter : Againe, Martyrs. 
hauc had more comfort there,than in all their liues 
before, Ohbut ſomeof them haue criedout of 
paines : And doe not men ſo whodie inthcir beds. 
too ? but God hath borne them through theſe, and 
madethem amends, . 

O get then inward ſtrength, and that will ouecr- 
comeall feares, all rorments; conclude wee with 
that good Martyr,If God call cuerany of his to- 
any ſuch ſufferings, hee will either weaken the 
flame, or ſtrengthen their faith z he hath promiſed 
(that, which letvs live and die in ; to wit)that hee 


will not tempt beyond ſtrength : Andhee # able 19 ,,cor,x5 


doe exceeding abundantly abowe all that we can ſpeak 
or thinkeL. 

Aſſure your ſelues, the feare of perſecution is. 
more than perſecution it ſelfe; therefore I ſpeake- 
to your feares, forthere is none (through Gods 
mercy) with vs, Lam ſure, to bee felt {Lthinke) to 
be feared. 


The ſame night, cc. That the Lord doth often De8.z.' 


hold his people long in fuſpence, forthoſe things 
which hee meanes to giuethiem ; hee isto our ſce- 
ming ſlow, but fure ; ſure, be flow : thus hee was 
as good aS his word to-_Lbrabam, hee gaucthim a 
ſonne, but hee held him off tothe laſt houre; hee 
kent couch with his poſterity, broughtrhem po of. 

Ph 
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Was a Unoſes fortciicd, yethce paid it bc fore the Sun 
ſcr,Exol.12.17:4.1, Thus 1g, © was long ift pri- 
ſon, yet at cne.ap! pointed tune brouglnt forth and 
aka acl long in capriucic,prayers w eremade,and yet 


Da; if cond! heare no anſwertill niche was vpon 
him : Jacov verclt! es till day .&c. fo alfo the woman 
of Canaan, — 5. andrhe Church here :inall 
4 wer TY ſec. tnat God is mindfull of chis 
div. 2. Tharheedcterics {omctime till the la 
ho ULIEY berunmneg. 


The rca 10N Of thus dc tay 1 is manifold. r. Gbd 
would turic our eyes backward, and makevs ſay, 
'®, iris iſt God fic wlddeferre mc : I havedeferred 
him ;he cailed and I wouldnor heare , prayed mce 

2gainc,ags inc,and againc,and TI would notan{wer; 
therefore i itis equa 11 hou! d call and cry, and not 
Be | Ca! d. 

2. Godhereby would ſharpen our praters for 
the preſent; therefore he ſeemes deafe, becauſewee 
ſhould ipe ike Our : : therefore {low, becauſe wee 
ſhould bce carncſt, Tl aus Dertet ncerprets it : : God 
dcterres him,th! 1S 15 ſaith he) bur to try mec,there- 
fore he ſpirs vpon hiked and ta! es better hold; 
O Lord torg It e-air the. O ] 'rd heare, O Lord 0- 
pen, and p ICs 10 Many pciirions.and arguments 
vpon God, that there is no refiſiance, Thus 74cob, 
hee fees the day comming vpon him, and hee had 
magc nothing of it attnight,and therefore now'he * 
{ets rOit,Goe! faith hed will or let thee goe without & 
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bing of his comforts ; thus he humbles vs,thus hee 
enlargeth vs;thus fits vs for thankfulnefle,the more 
bleſſings coſt vs, the better we will priſe them, and 


17 


praiſe God forthem :adde tothis,thattheſe repul- ,, 
ſes driuevs to further ſearches, as the Ifraclitcs at Iudg.:c. 


At, and G:ibeah, 

Doth the Lord thus long deferre Tometime his 
intended comforts and anſwers 2 Let vsknowthe 
courſes of his providence, and wait vpon him : be- 
hold the husbandmanwaitrs zwhen he hath ſowne 
his ſeed, hee dothnot looke to reape and ſow all in 
a day , his Corne is firſt buricd, yea it dies, yea ir 
growes downeward, before it comes vpward, and 
when it is vp, receiues many aſniband checke, yet 
he waits; And why ? becauſe hehath expericnce : 
ſo muſt wee, when wee haue ſowne our ſeed ; ſay 
wee bury our prayers, ſay to our ſceming they die, 
fay they grow. downward, backward,ſay all things 
ſecmeto beworſe after praicrwith vs than before, 
yet wait ; why ? wee haue experience of our owne 
and other mens ſucceſle : neuer did men ſow this 
ſeed, but they had a crop, though alate harueſt, yer 
a harueſt, 

0b. OhbutT have praied excceding long. 

Anſ. How long * 1/aak prayed twenty yeares 
for achilde, before he ſped; Abrahamthirty, before 
he ſped ; Abrahams poſterity were foure hundred 
yeares in captiuity,before they were deliuered;the 
Church thirſted for Chriſt, one thouſand , two 

thouſand,threethouſand yeares, before they had 
him : How many thouſands, hundreds, ſcore of 
yeares, haſt thou waited ? = 
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O45. O but I haue trycd allmy friends,vſed all 
meanes, prayed my ſelfe, and got others to.ſpeake 
t00,and yet no help. 

- Anſ. And might not Peter ſay as much ? not a 
Chriſtian in Ic rufalem , but had ſpoken and ſpo- 
ken often, and yet he ſtickes, 

06.0 but matters with meare worſe and worſe, 
thc more I pray againſt poverty, the poorerTI am ; 
the more I pray for paticnce, the worſeI ain, the 
more pray for faith, the lefle I haucz the more I 
pray againſt paſſions and temptations , the more 
they flic in my face. 

Anſ. 1s not this, as wee laid, thatthe corne muſt 
goc backward,before it come forward ? was itnor 
fo with Abraham and Sarah,the longerthey praied, 
the elder they waxed,and ſo vnfitrer foriflue ? 

06, O but my ſinnes grow ſtronger by praier, 

Anſ. Not ſo, thou fceleſt it more than before it 
is not becauſe finne is ſtronger, but thou ſounder. 
Againe,theſe motions of finne, be not motions of 
lite, bur ſymproms of deathzas the fowle ſtruggles, 
and ſprunts moſt when the headis off : the pangs 
of death be now vpon thy luſts,take comforr. 

Ob. O butnow your comtorts come toolate, 
the date is our for me. 

Avuſ. Why ? hath God ſaid pray no more, as to 
Jeremie; hath he ſtopt thy mouth? ſolong as God 
faith, pray; ſolongas the ſpirit within thee faith, 
pray ; ſo long as Gods people haue heans topray, 
acuer ſayir is too late to pray : it Peter bee outby 
midnight,or by day-break, it is as well as if he had 
been oura moneth before 
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04.O but delayes breakesthe heart. 
Anſ. But note the end of delayes,rhey are neuer = 
to deny or fruſtrate,but to fit,and to quicken:make F 
theſe vſes of delaies,and then if thy ſute be not ho- 
neſt, neuer begin it; if irbe,neuecr leaue it : learnc 
of husbandmen;when they pull downe a tree, or 
lift at ſome blocke, if they cannot ſtirre it,they call 
in helpe, if it come notatthe fir{t pull, they pull a- 
gaine, if notthen, ha,againe ; if notthen, ha, once 
more at laſt they feele it comming, and then it 
comes amaine: learne of Egah , hee prayed for i King.18.42, 
raine ; hauing prayed, lookes abour him, nothing 
comes ; hee praycd againe, nothing comes ; hee 
rayedagaine, nothing comes ;at length, O Ma- 
ſter (faith his ſcruant) I ſeeacloud, bur it is but 
little ; Is ita cloud £ then once moreto it, and by 
and by the heauens were masked with clouds : 
learne of theſe men; Pexer ſtickes in the dungeon, 
one lifts, hee cannot ſtirrehim try you (faith hee) 
toa ſecond, toathird, try a fourth. afift, at length 
heauen ſtirres, the chaines ſtirre, and Petey comes 
in amongſt them : learne of Chriſt himſelte ; the 
Widow dealt with a Iudge, not a Father ; a bad Ek 18. 
Iudge, ſhee was alone, a ſimple Orator, yet ſhe pre- 
yailes : learnc of beggerszthey haue nocommand, 
no promiſe, no acquaintance, no Art ;and yet will 
ſtand it out : the maſter chides, the begger ſtands 
it our ;the dame chides, hee ſtands ſtill; the ſer- 
uants come, and ſay they dare not ſcrue him ; the 
children ſay wee muſt not, and yerhce will nota- 
way. O Lord, helpe our faith, how weake bee we, 
if hauing IR: YR ſeruants, | 
2 
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Gods Sonne on our ſides, we will be put off wich a 
dclay 2 well (as I ſaid) fo long asa night, an houre, 
a minute, is left, pray , one night may compalle 

that whichan hundredbefure could not; 

Ic followeth, An Anzellevc. 

Du, The Lordhatheuer meanes at hand forhis ſcr- 
uants ; comfort and dciiucrance, if ſer on worke : 
2.Pet.2. well might Peter ſay,The Lord knoweth how to deli- 
er his,&c. He is ncuerata ſtand, if they know how 

:0 pray,heknoweth how to comfort. 

Reaſ't, | Tn himſelf he isal-ſufficient,infinite in wiſedome, 
Biba... to inucent meanes, in power, to act themzand if 
5g nced be,tocreate more. 

2. Hcisthe Lord of Hoaſts, the Lord of cuery 
creature ; if our works lic inthe Seas, hee is Lord 
of the Seas; if onthe Land, hee is Lord there; if 
in Priſpn,he bearcth the keyes of euery Goale ; if 
heauens can help vs, he commands therrif winds, 
if beaſts, if friends, if ſtrangers,if toes, if Angels , 
the Lord haththe command of all perſons, things, 
and places. 

i7e 1, For comfort, roule thy ſelfe vpon Gad, caſt thy 
"BY; carevpoihim, he will bring itto paile ; is thy bur- 
den pouerty ? caſtit vpon him, and hee will helpe 
ir; is ir{19ne, teare, ſorrow? whatſocuer it be,he can 
bcarc it, and diſcharge thee, 
[his Sermon Oh but I feeno meanes, I owe ſo much, fo.ma« 
wasmade in ny in my tamily,and no meancs. 
= moo This1s as if they ſhould haue ſaid, If wee had a 
"= friendinthe Court,to moue Herod, if a friend in 
the Watch, to bride him if in the Priſon, to fee 
him;chcn ſomerhing might be done, but now all 
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meanes faile vs. No,no: God hath meanes beyond 

our ſight ; if men cannot doe it, Angels can and 

ſhall : and if no man will pay the Widowcs debr, 

God will : it nobodyelfe will feed E/zah, the Ra- 2.King 4, 
uens ſhall : what doe wetalke of mcans? all means 
areſhut vp in God. 

0%, Oh but my caſe is deſperate,it is not poſſible gz, 
to helpe inc. 

Anſ, Now wee ſhall have .atale of impoſsibilils = Aſc: 
ties : And why not poſsible? ſhall any thing be im+ Zack 8.6. 
poſsible to God ? 

0%, Oh but there bean hundred blockes inmy; 9g, 
Way, 

Anſ. But whatis in his way,that makes his-way. An /. 
thorow the ſeas, ſtones, wood, iron,8&c ? goe'to the £.43-16 
priſon,there is a blocke, a guard ; paſle that guard, 
there is.a blocke, a doore ; paſle, the'doore, there is 
another, achaine , paſle the chaine,there 1s ano-- 
ther, an iron gate. O but what of this ? if. they, 
can breaxe thorow all hinderances ,of vabelicte,, 
diſcouragements, to prayer; God will breake'tho+ 
row theſe and a thouſand 'more, to their com-- 
fort. O but God-workes no- wonders now. NO ? 1iarke one $4 
his Name is wonderfull ſtill; his power as great as uiours colle&i- 
cuer, his wiſedome as deepe as cucr,his promiſes as 2*# vo” 
g90d, his loueas much to his as cucr, our neede as Marth g. 
much, out intereſt as good, our Sauiouras good; Deur.8.z+ 
allthings ſtand as befoxe : if wee can vie farmer ©*5*+. 
means ,. wee ſhall fade former ſucceſle, and God . 
will doeabundantly aboue all that wee can ſpeake: 
or tainke : wee hauethe. Lords promiſe for. this, i 
Epheſians 3.20, andEſay 42.16. 1 will make:darke., 


D 3 light,.. 


. - as and 


. 


Pha 139.3: 
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lioht, and crookedneſſe ſtrai;ht : wee have had our 
7yne expcrience,letany man that hath had any ac- 
quaintance with God and this holy duty, tell mee 
when prayers were not ſucceſlefull ; when diddeſt 
thou euer ſpeaketo thy heauenly Father,bur he did 
anſwer thee with ſoine caſc, ſome comfort 2 When 
diddeſt rhou cuer pray, but thy heart was thereby 
ſontewhar lightencd 2 and ifthou canſt not bur ſay 
witch Dauid,inthe ſame day I asked, I wasthus farre 
anſwered,T hat :»y heart w.ts flrengthened,Pſ.139.3. 
doc not faile to conclude with Daurd, Though 7 
walke in the midſt of troubles , yet (vpon prayer) / 


ſpall be receined,7, and God will perfett his mercies in 


me for exer$. 
Thus wee haue diſpatcht ſome meditations : 


more wee haue, but they muſt bee only named as 


x. Herod would, butcould not bring forth Peter 
to tryall andexecution : men be but men,and muſt 
doe as they may ; for what they would doe againſt 
the Church, nor they , nor all che Deuils in Hell 
can doe, 

2. The Lord cangiue ſleepe and peace in an 
place,ar any time, in any —_— i 

3. Gods beſt ſeruants and meſſengers, are ſome- 
times yoaked with vileſt offenders, &c. 

4. Gods beſt creatures are the Churches ſcr- 
uants : Angels. 

5. Laſtly, the Lord can quickly ſhake his out of 
their chaines, rags, feares, fetters, 8c. But what doe 
I meane thus to exceed ? Brethren,I would faine 
haue you more thirſty of your time; doe you nor 
waſte it (as others doe) in idle impertinences, 
muciy 
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much leſſe in ſurveying States and Kingdomes. 
Ir is not for vs to fit vpon Crownesand Thrones, 
and to turne Stateſmen ; it is for vsto bee thanke- 
full where God bleſles, and ro be prayerfull when 


much ; ro per{wade you tothe praQtiſe of what 
you know. now " rurne-tollowes, lers ſee 
what will bee done, and how well you will 
improuectime, in ſpeaking to God, 
rather thanto, or of 


the Church-labours : to this end I haue faid thus. * 
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